"So be it/* said Antonius.   "But you are here now, and

my word is the last word,"

There was a growl of indignation from the crowd, and
Antonius turned., standing with his back against the altar, a
handsome and imposing figure in his bright silver corselet.
Beside him, a little to the rear, stood the equally tall Marius,
his lean face swarthy above the white of his robe, his eyes
once more closed. Why did the voice fail to speak?

"Romans," said Antonius, in clear tones without emotion,
"You know I have your interests at heart and that I alone
have been faithful to Clxsan This man here has deceived you.
He is an imposter, in the pay of traitors. Trust to me, I bid
you, I alone can sec that all Caesar's Acts are carried out and
your freedom maintained; and by the Head of Caesar I
swear that you will find me your best friend,"

He turned away. Uproar again broke out, some calling
for further explanations from Antonius, others demanding
that Marius should be allowed to speak, some agreeing with
Antonius, others abusing him. But Antonius took no further
notice. Still with the set expression which emphasised the
thinness of his unxlerlip, he was superintending the guard who
had grasped Marius and begun binding his arms behind his
back. At the order of Antonius the men pushed the prisoner
forward, and the other soldiers closed round, preparing to
march out again.

The people were hostile but undecided. They trusted both
Antonius and Marius, and couldn't understand what was
going on. The soldiers drew their swords, and a space was
once more cleared. The columns started to march out,
Marius in their midst.

He made no resistance; for the voice had withheld its
guidance. "It is written," he said, as they bound him. He
did not even look at the populace; and this submissive bearing
of his, as much as the show of force, served to disconcert his
supporters.

MABIXJS stood on the cliff's edge. Below him on the left ran
the long stretch of steps up which he had climbed the Capitol*
|te?!de him rose a line of weather-beaten statues. At his back
the entrance to the Temple of luppiter Best and